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Introduction
Unit 11 continues to be a popular option for both state schools and madrassahs.

This unit offers a wide-ranging exploration of the beliefs and practices of Muslims today.  
It invites students to study the nature of Islam and the way that it affects the lives of 
believers, especially in the UK.

The quality of the responses was good, with a wide range of performance-levels across the 
entry.

Maximum marks on the (a) questions were easily gained by learning the Edexcel glossary 
definitions and this is a constant feature throughout the paper. Candidates who had learnt 
them performed to a high standard.

Only the candidate’s point of view is credited in (b) questions: there is no point explaining 
other people’s views in this question. The easiest way to gain full marks is for candidates 
to concentrate on stating their opinion and writing two separate reasons for it, each in 
a distinct paragraph. Continue by developing each of the reasons with an example or a 
quotation.

Candidates can gain the higher mark within the level by writing coherently. This mark is the 
Quality of Written Communication (QWC) mark and is lost only if a candidate's writing is 
such that the response is not easily understandable by the examiner. The (c) questions test 
AO1 and so will either ask for candidates to ‘Explain why’ or to ‘Explain how’.

Many of the (d) questions this year produced interesting answers. However, candidates 
should ensure that they start by stating their own view and reasons for it in (d) (i). They 
should give reasons why someone might hold a different view in (d) (ii), rather than 
confusing the two halves.  

Teachers should be aware that templates used in the legacy specification will not work with 
the new questions. At least one of the reasons given in either (d) (i) or (d) (ii) must be 
explicitly religious, to go beyond three marks. 

It should be noted that (d) questions on this unit can ask for the candidate to refer to 
either one religion (ie any religion), one religion other than Christianity, or can specify that 
Christianity is referred to. 

Teachers who would like to learn more about the specification should attend one of the 
Edexcel INSETs, details of which can be found on the Edexcel website. Specific queries can 
be answered through Ask the Expert, which is also found on the Edexcel website.
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Question 1 (a) (b) (c) (d)
Q1 was not as popular as Q2 but those candidates who attempted it did well, especially on 
parts (a), (b), and (c).

Part (d) caused some difficulties for candidates who used the same argument in both (d) 
(i) and (d) (ii).  For example, they would say that this life was was more important because 
it was the preparation for Akhirah.  Then they would say that some people would disagree 
with this, because they did not believe in a life-after-death and, consequently, this life was 
more important.
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In (d) questions, candidates need to show a clear 
difference between their point of view, and that of the 
person disagreeing with them.

Examiner Tip

(a) This definition includes the word belief, which was necessary in order to gain 2 marks.
(b) This is a good example of a personal viewpoint with two developed reasons:

•	 Ascribing partners with Allah……….saying he is in need of someone…. this is developed by 
the end of the answer…..unforgivable. This development is linked by the word ascribing.

•	 Taken out of the fold of Islam …..developed by….as they break the Shahadah. 

4 marks
(c) One developed reason and two brief reasons:

•	 Sent by Allah....... developed by.....as a guide to mankind.

•	 tawrat…to teach people about the way of life.

•	 given to the prophets who we believe in.

Level 4
8 marks
(d) (i) Personal opinion: two reasons with one developed:

•	 life is a test …developed by…...trying to follow the teaching…….. and achieve Jannah

•	 this life is temporary…our final abode… we are striving to achieve

3 marks
(d) (ii) This does not answer the question.
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG) has considerable accuracy and the candidate has 
used a good range of specialist terms throughout this answer. 
Level 2 - and a high level 2
SPAG +3

Examiner Comments
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(a) Belief in the prophets just achieves 2 marks.  Without the idea of belief, this answer would 
be partially-correct
2 marks
(b) Two reasons, with one developed: 

•	 The first part of the answer is very developed but can only be credited with 2 
marks because it is all the same reason.

•	 The second paragraph gives another reason……Prophet Muhammed did not do it …and then 
repeats the idea that it cannot be forgiven, so no development.

3 marks
(c) Three reasons, with one developed:

•	 …all books of Allah…developed by..Allahs words are final and always right which means 
Muslims must believe them

•	 The Prophet says Muslims must respect and believe

•	 ...do contain little of information which is true

Level 4
8 marks
(d) (i) Two reasons, with one developed:

•	 Allah has said this life is to prepare for Akhirah

•	 This life is short..akhirah is everlasting

•	 This last part develops the idea that Akhirah is more important, because it determines 
what you do in this life.

3 marks 
(d) (ii) Three reasons:

•	 This life is theirs ….to do whatever they want with it

•	 Always ask for forgiveness

•	 Start praying when they get old

3 marks
SPaG has considerable accuracy, with a good range of specialist terms
Level 2 and a high level 2.
SPaG + 3 marks

Examiner Comments

Many candidates did not appreciate the clue as to which holy books were meant 
by the names in the brackets, and unfortunately wrote about the hadith and 
sunnah of the Prophet.

Examiner Tip
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(a) This is the correct definition, ignoring the spelling mistakes.
2 marks
(b) Two developed reasons and clearly the candidate's point of view:

•	 …giving Allah partners is not allowed….developed by …as Allah is one and only

•	 The Qur’an clearly states shirk is an unforgivable sin  - in this statement, the reason comes 
after the development.

4 marks
(c) Three reasons with one developed:

•	 …they are all holy books from Allah developed by…..as there is a reason why Allah revealed 
these books

•	 Allah gave them for other religions to follow

•	 they have teachings which Muslims can follow as they are sacred

8 marks
(d) (i) One reason and one developed reason:

•	 The first part of this answer is unclear but by saying……we shall go back to our Lord, 
the candidate is implying that akhirah is more important, which agrees with the second 
paragraph.

3 marks  
(d) (ii) Here, the candidate gives two reasons with one developed, as to why some people might 
disagree with the second paragraph that was credited in (d) (i):

•	 May not believe in life after death….developed by…believe there is only one life and you must 
enjoy it

•	 May not be good Muslims and not believe in life after death

SPaG has considerable accuracy

Good range of specialist terms
Level 2 - however, not at the top of this level, due to a number of spelling mistakes
2 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (a) (b) (c) (d)
This question was very popular, although many candidates did not know what al-Qadar 
meant, and so lost marks.

Answers to (d) showed good understanding of Islamic teaching, as well as of some of the 
environmental problems that are facing the world.
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(a) Correct definition
2 marks 
(b) One developed reason
2 marks
(c) One reason: 

•	 Only Allah knows our fate

2 marks
(d) (i) Two reasons:

•	 send a great example to non-muslims

•	 Allah created a beautiful world

2 marks
(d) (ii) One reason:

•	 If they destroy it why should we help care for it

SPaG has considerable accuracy
Good range of specialist terms
Level 2 - not at the top of this level due to a number of spelling mistakes and words missing
SPaG + 2 marks

Examiner Comments

Candidates who learn to leave a space between their 
two reasons appear to avoid repetition.

Examiner Tip



16 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS11 01



GCSE Religious Studies 5RS11 01 17



18 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS11 01

(a)  Correct definition
2 marks
(b) Two simple reasons:

•	 Muhammed said it and he was the sealed prophet

•	 it is written in the Qur’an, the final word of Allah

2 marks
(c) Two reasons were credited but there is no indication in this answer that the candidate knows 
what 'al-qadar' is.

•	 In the Qur’an

•	 Prophet Muhammad believed in it

Level 2
4 marks
(d) (i) Three reasons:

•	 The world belongs to Allah and we should care for his creation

•	 In the Qur’an

•	 Muslims should be a role model for people

3 marks
(d) (ii) Two reasons:

•	 they live in the world and they have to care for it

•	 Don’t believe in religions

2 marks
SPaG has considerable accuracy and there is a good range of specialist terms
Level 2 - not at the top of this level due to a number of spelling mistakes and words missing
SPaG + 2 marks

Examiner Comments
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(a) Mark scheme definition
2 marks
(b) Two developed reasons:

•	 if people sin and Allah wouldn’t forgive them ..no hope of getting into heaven…developed by…just sin

•	 easier….won’t get them anywhere because he is loving…….developed by…closer to Allah….

4 marks
(c) Four reasons:

•	 gives hope

•	 feel better because Allah is in control

•	 pray knowing he can make it happen if its good for them

•	 anything worrying happens, you can trust Allah to make the best decision

Level 4
8 marks
(d) (i) One developed reason and one simple reason

•	 Allah given the world to everyone……developed by…..as they are living in it  and using its resources

•	 Everyone’s children who will experience it

(d) (ii) Three reasons:

•	 Muslims told in the Quran but others haven’t

•	 Don’t care what happens..Muslims make up for this

•	 Commanded by Allah

3 marks
SPaG has considerable accuracy
Good range of specialist terms
Level 2 and a high level 2
SPaG + 3 marks

Examiner Comments

Candidates who write using paragraphs give clearer 
answers and also gain more SPaG marks.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (a)
Most candidates answered this well. A few mixed 'imam' with 'iman'.

A good definition

Examiner Comments
Learn the glossary definition to be sure of two 
marks.

Examiner Tip

Correct definition

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (b) (c) (d)
This question was the most popular in this section and was answered well.

Candidates had a clear understanding of the role of Muhammad and the importance of the 
Qur'an.



24 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS11 01

(b) Personal viewpoint with two developed reasons:

•	 mentioned in the Shahdah because he was the last and final prophet

•	 there shall be no prophets after……..Hadith as evidence he came to seal the message  of all 
the prophets

4 marks
(c) One fully comprehensive reason:

•	 Book of Allah……developed by...guide to mankind.. developed by...untampered direct 
message……developed by…protected by Allah

Level 4
8 marks   
(d) (i) Personal opinion with three reasons:

•	 based on the Qur’an

•	 one is able to make the right choice

•	 one is rewarded for acting on the words of Allah

(di) (ii) Three reasons given against:

•	 follow the laws of the country

•	 too hard as times have changed

•	 does not believe in the Qur’an

Examiner Comments
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(b) Personal viewpoint with one developed reason. The last paragraph is 
repetition.

•	 Last prophet and no others after him

(c) Four reasons:

•	 Direct words of Allah…..

•	 Teaches the way of life

•	 Increases knowledge

•	 Never been changed

Level 4
8 marks
(d) (i)  No reasons given
The candidate makes random statements about shari'ah law.  
(d) (ii) Two reasons given for disagreement:

•	 Don’t believe in Shariah law

•	 Find a better law

2 marks

Examiner Comments
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(b) Two reasons with one developed:

•	 messages distorted….developed by....Muhammed given final message

•	 Muhammad is the final messenger

This second reason is not developed because the end of this statement...was given the last 
message is a repeat of the first reason and the development ...guides all Muslims today.... is a 
further development of that. 
3 marks
(c) Four reasons:

•	 direct word of God

•	 guide to all Muslims today

•	 never been altered or changed

•	 gives life meaning and purpose

Level 4
8 marks
(d) (i) Three basic reasons:

•	 making all Muslims into a ummah

•	 rules from the Qur’an

•	 stop you committing haram

3 marks
(d) (ii) One developed reason:

•	 hard to fit into today’s society so could prevent you being a perfect Muslim

2 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (a)
Many candidates mis-read Shi'ah for Sha'riah.

In order to achieve two marks, candidates needed to give a clear indication of where Shi'ias 
differed from other groups.

Correct information
2 marks

Examiner Comments

Use the mark scheme to ascertain what the 
examiner is looking for.

Examiner Tip

This is not correct.

Examiner Comments
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In order to get two marks in this question, the candidate needs to differentiate between 
Muslims.

Candidates needed to show that Shi'ah believe Ali was the only rightly-guided caliph. 

Partially-correct, as all Muslims believe Ali was rightly-guided. 
1 mark

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (b) (c) (d)
The confusion between Shariah and Shi'ah in 4(b) prevented candidates from gaining full 
marks in this question.

Many candidates described the actions of Sufis, without explaining why there are different 
attitudes to Sufi worship.
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(b) Personal opinion with one developed reason:

•	 completely wrong how they treat people…developed by……example of punishment

2 marks 
(c) One reason:

•	 bow down and pray not jump around

Level 1
2 marks 
(d) (i) Two basic reasons:

•	 holy book of our Prophet

•	 tells you how to live

2 marks
(d) (ii) Three basic reasons:

•	 People who are not Muslim might disagree

•	 its a normal book

•	 it like the Bible

2 marks

Examiner Comments
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(b) Two developed reasons:

•	 based on Qur’an and Sunnah….developed by…if don’t believe in Islam shouldn’t 
have to follow these

•	 other religions may feel it is against their rights …developed by…going against 
their God

4 marks
(c) Four attitudes:

•	 Connect more with God

•	 Pleases Allah

•	 Dangerous because not the way Allah intended

•	 Music is banned in the Qur’an so going against Allah’s wishes

Level 4
8 marks
(d) (i) One developed and one basic reason: 

•	 Qur’an is pure untainted word of Allah…developed by....Allah is God ..so should 
be important

•	 without Qur’an there would be no Islam

3 marks
(d) (ii) One basic and one developed reason:

•	 can’t be interpreted shariah should be more important

•	 Muhammed was the biggest interpreter of Qur’an ..developed by...so follow 
Sunnah and Muhammed’s example

3 marks

Examiner Comments



38 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS11 01



GCSE Religious Studies 5RS11 01 39



40 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS11 01

(b) Personal viewpoint with two reasons, one developed:

•	 even though based for Muslims does have some principles for everyone

•	 made using sunnah and Qur’an….developed by….advice that is very 
useful

3 marks
(c) Four attitudes:

•	 Closest to Prophet Muhammad

•	 Focus on love for Allah

•	 ….worship is dangerous

•	 ….instruments are forbidden in the Qur’an

Level 4
8 marks
(di) One developed and one simple reason:

•	 direct word of God…developed by ...guidance on how should live their 
life.

•	 only book none of meaning lost

3 marks
(d) (ii) Three reasons saying that Shariah is more important:

•	 shariah better as based on both books

•	 qur’an not given specific advice

•	 guidance in current issues

3 marks

Examiner Comments
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(b) Does not answer the question
(c) One reason:
•	 They like singing and you should pray straight forward
(d) (i) Three reasons:
•	 tells you right from wrong
•	 helps you on straight path
•	 prophet first recited it so we follow it
(d) (ii) One reason:
•	 don’t all believe the same thing

Examiner Comments
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Question 5 (a)
Most candidates had a good knowledge of the Shahadah.

Testimony = declaration, so correct definition
2 marks

Examiner Comments

Use the glossary and the mark scheme to 
ensure full marks on (a) questions.

Examiner Tip

Good full definition

Examiner Comments
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Not a full definition
This could refer to any of the five pillars, so there is no real 
evidence that the candidate knows what the Shadahah is.
1 mark

Examiner Comments
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Question 5 (b) (c) (d)
This question was well-answered, with some excellent, thoughtful responses to 5 (d).  
However, a number of candidates misread the question as “‘money’ spent on hajj could be 
better used” and consequently lost marks.
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(b) Two developed reasons:

•	 compulsory… developed by the end of the answer… 
following the rules Allah has told you

•	 brings you closer to Allah.. developed by… giving money to 
the poor

4 marks
(c) Four reasons:

•	 rewarded in the hereafter

•	 will be grateful

•	 everyone becomes generous

•	 re-invigorate their faith

Level 4
8 marks
(d) (i) Three reasons:

•	 is one of the Five Pillars

•	 go through stages to show they have completed

•	 closer to God

3 marks  
(d) (ii) Two reasons:

•	 accomplish more

•	 worship instead

2 marks

Examiner Comments

It is better if candidates keep their reason and the 
development together.

Examiner Tip
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(b) Two reasons with one developed:

•	 purifies ones wealth act of generosity…… proving you are a 
better individual

•	 caring for children……

3 marks 
(c) Four reasons:

•	 Your deeds will increase for your benefit, the hereafter

•	 Develops self-control

•	 Remembering Allah

•	 Unites the ummah

Level 4
8 marks
(d) (i) Three reasons:

•	 sins forgiven

•	 racial harmony

•	 first priority is to worship

3 marks
(d) (ii) One reason, developed:

•	 ...other plans…..developed by……quotation

Examiner Comments
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(b) One basic reason:

•	 saving a person’s life

1 mark 
(c ) Two basic reasons:

•	 Doing for the sake of Allah

•	 Show how poor people are suffering

Level 2
4 marks
(di) (i) Two simple reasons:

•	 chance to ask for forgiveness

•	 alll equal

2 marks 
(d) (ii) One simple reason:

•	 never had the experience

1 mark

Examiner Comments
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(b) First paragraph = 1 developed reason:

•	 Helping unfortunate …..which is obeying Allah

2nd paragraph = 1 developed reason:

•	 characteristic of a good Muslim……copying Muhammed

4 marks 
(c) 4 reasons:

•	 Lots of rewards

•	 Humble themselves and be grateful

•	 Gain self-control

•	 Do good deeds

(d) (i) One developed and one basic reason:

•	 Sinless……. which can only be achieved on hajj

•	 act of worship

(d) (ii) One developed reason:

•	 other ways of worship developed by ..extra prayers…read 
more Qur’an

Examiner Comments
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Question 6 (a)

One of the mark scheme definitions, so 2 marks
Place for judgement day

Examiner Comments

Correct

Examiner Comments
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On the mark scheme this is given as partially-correct, because 
there needs to be some idea of the importance of Arafat for 
Muslims.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6 (b) (c) (d)
Although this question was popular, many candidates did not know what happened at Mina, 
so were unable to explain why the events were important.
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(b) Two reasons, with one developed:

•	 following the Five Pillars

•	 Allah forgives all of the sins…developed by….start a new Muslim life

3 marks
(c) Two marks given for description, as there are no reasons given here.
Level 1
 (d) (i) Two simple reasons:

•	 getting closer and closer

•	 Allah will listen to your prayers

2 marks  
(d) (ii) One simple reason:

•	 can also read the Qur’an

Examiner Comments
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(b) Two developed reasons:

•	 erases all your sins….developed by..person could change 

•	 seeing the Kabah..developed by …think about life….change 
them 

4 marks
(c) Two basic reasons:

•	 They have to show Allah that they are willing 

•	 Have a stronger faith in Allah 

•	 Although there is no real indication that the candidate 
knows what actually happens at Mina, credit was given 
where there is a reason why events at Mina are important

4 marks
(di) (i) In this answer, the candidate seems to be referring to 
Shahadah not salah:

•	 You have a strong faith to be close to him 

•	 Follow the Qur’an and prophets 

(d) (ii) One reason:

•	 Change how they act 

Examiner Comments
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(b) Personal viewpoint with two developed reasons:

•	 realise the importance of Allah…developed by…Muslim within is 
awakened

•	 come back as new-born babies…developed by….experience 
motivates 

4 marks
(c) Three reasons with one developed:

•	 Committed to being a better Muslim…developed by…after being 
forgiven….does not control

•	 Show faith in Allah

•	 Symbolises prophet Abraham showing obedience

Level 4
8 marks

(d) (i) In this answer, the candidate has focused on, and given three 
reasons, for the importance of ‘saying’ salah: creates a deeper 
meaning

•	 actions symbolise something else

•	 saying is accepted if you can’t move

3 marks 
(d) (ii) Three reasons = 3 marks:

•	 Actions speak louder than words

•	 in the Qur’an…should be performed

•	 Hadith and Sunnah say must be performed

3 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 7 (a)
This was not answered well, because candidates misunderstood the nature of capitalism and 
had not learnt the glossary definition.

Clear, correct definition

Examiner Comments

This is incorrect and examiners do not credit political views.

Examiner Comments
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This is incorrect.

Examiner Comments

Capitalism is a difficult concept and most students 
would benefit from learning the glossary definition, 
rather than trying to explain it.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7 (b) (c) (d)
Parts (c) and (d) were answered well, but the question on social and community cohesion 
caused difficulties for many candidates, who answered it from the perspective of the 
ummah.
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(b) One developed reason:

•	 Allah would want………developed by...work alongside

2 marks
(c) Three reasons - some repetition: 

•	 most meat is haram

•	 need specialist shops

•	 can’t eat out

Level 3
6 marks
(d) (i) Two reasons:

•	 doesn’t determine religion

•	 freewill to decide

(d) (ii) Two reasons:

•	 only seen….traditional clothes

•	 ignorant of fact

Examiner Comments
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Many candidates referred to the ummah, instead of answering the question about the wider 
community.
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(b) Two basic reasons:

•	 would not be racism

•	 create a stronger bond

The paragraph on the ummah could not be credited, because 
that is not community cohesion, but the Muslim community.
2 marks
(c) Two reasons:

•	 create conflict and confusion

•	 Someone….mis-sold haram food

Level 2
4 marks 
(d) (i) Two reasons, with one developed:

•	 dress code in the Qur’an

•	 from same religion……developed by...improves the bond

3 marks  
(d) (ii) Two simple reasons, in disagreement:

•	 …rather than the appearance

•	 ...praying intentionally

2 marks

Examiner Comments
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(b) Personal viewpoint, with one developed reason:

•	 help society as a whole…developed by…learn about other cultures

3 marks
(c) Two reasons with one developed:

•	 get tempted…developed by…because of the atmosphere

•	 Might not want to communicate

Level 3
6 marks
(d) (i) One basic reason:

•	 we have a certain dress code

1 mark  
(d) (ii) No reason for disagreement

Examiner Comments
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Question 8 (a)
Some candidates gave examples, instead of a definition, and so lost marks.

Here, the candidate has given an example of food that is haram, 
thus showing a limited understanding of haram.

Examiner Comments

Correct

Examiner Comments

This is a very vague statement and could refer to any food that 
was 'bad' for you.
1 mark was given for ‘shouldn’t eat it’.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8 (b) (c) (d)
Those candidates who completed this question did well, but unfortunately some very able 
candidates apparently did not complete the paper, and so did not achieve high marks.

Many candidates wrote at length about the work of a charity, but did not base it in the UK.  
Even if they did not mention the wider world, it was clear from certain phrases that that was 
what they meant. Issues about a lack of water wells, or an unavailability of education for 
children, were at times used as UK-based examples, and this is out-dated.
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(b) One developed and one basic reason:

•	 if one cannot control evil in ones own life….developed by..…
hard to seek forgiveness…

•	 struggle for them in life

3 marks
(c) One reason:

•	 donate money

Level 1
2 marks
(d) (i) One fully-developed reason:

•	 follow Qur’an, recite Qur’an often, pray ……..should have a 
normal Muslim life

3 marks  
(d) (ii) One reason:

•	 people scared to go out in society

1 mark

Examiner Comments
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(b) No reasons given (0 marks)
(c) Two ways:

•	 Food

•	 Clothes 

Level 2 (4 marks)
(d) (i) One developed reason: (2 marks)

•	 If you do all the correct Islamic things…..developed by..western…wouldn’t get to you

(d) (ii) One reason:

•	 Want to be like a western person and so leave Islam

1 mark

Examiner Comments
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(b) One developed reason:

•	 takes a lot of energy..developed by the example

(c) Not in the UK…so no marks 
0 marks
(d) (i) Two reasons:

•	 shouldn’t be a problem

•	 should be living properly

(d) (ii) One developed reason:

•	 allowed to worship freely…developed by example

Examiner Comments
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(b) Two developed reasons:

•	 overcome your ego……developed by …spend time doing 
good deeds…have got peace

•	 …hardest battle….developed by quotation and …complete 
and at ease 

(c) Four ways:

•	 Shelters for the poor

•	 Meals

•	 Education workshops

•	 Collect donations

(d) (i) Three reasons:

•	 Qur’an suited for all time

•	 taqwa…not think twice

•	 follow rules..no problems

(d )(ii) Three reasons:

•	  ..hard as its everywhere

•	 ...influenced by others

•	 easy to do wrong, hard to do right

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary

Teachers and candidates should note these general points, in order to improve candidates' 
achievement in future years:

•	 There is a choice of two questions per section, each as four sub-questions.  
Candidates may either attempt the sub-questions in the top questions (odd numbers), 
or the sub-questions in the bottom question (even numbers). Candidates who choose 
questions from a mixture of the top and bottom questions will not receive marks for all 
of their responses, and, as such, will be at a clear disadvantage.

•	 Candidates are asked to indicate which question they have answered by putting a 
cross in a square at the top of the paper.   Some candidates did not do this. They should 
be reminded to do so, as part of examination preparation

•	 Space on the examination paper. The amount of lines given is more-than-adequate 
for candidates to achieve maximum marks; there is no need for candidates to write 
more than this. If candidates write more than can be inserted into the allocated lineage 
they are using up too much time on that particular question. Inevitably, they will place 
themselves at a disadvantage later in the paper. Almost all of the candidates who used 
extra paper had already achieved maximum marks for that item. Any candidate who 
needs extra space can use the space allocated to other parts of the question, as long as 
they indicate clearly on their paper that this is what they have done

•	 Timing. There was an increase in the number of candidates who did not complete the 
final section this year, due to timing difficulties. Candidates should be encouraged to 
spend about twenty minutes per question, leaving ten minutes to check through work at 
the end of the paper

•	 The paper is marked by examiners on a computer screen. Candidates are asked to write 
using a black pen, because it is important that clear images are reproduced

•	 (a) questions ask for either a definition or example. 

•	 Learn glossary definitions to gain full marks

•	 (b) questions only need one opinion, backed by two reasons 

•	 (c) questions are Explain why... or Explain how..., and are testing AO1

•	 (d) questions are divided into two parts. 

•	 Part (d) (i) needs the candidate’s opinion, backed by reasons. Part (d) (ii) needs an 
alternative opinion, backed by reasons. One of the reasons used in the whole of (d) 
must be religious
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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